
PENTICTON RELOCATION GUIDE  

the perfect place  

Imagine finding  

IMAGINE  LIVING IN PENTICTON   
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Whether you want to achieve a successful 
business in technology, manufacturing, tourism 
or agriculture;  
train for the Ironman Triathlon year-round; 
live in a city where a 100 mile diet is achievable; 
have a stress-reduced, less-congested lifestyle; 
Or all of the above, 
Penticton has it all. 
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Overview of Penticton 

Penticton lies in British Columbia, Canadaõs most 
westerly province. The city is located in BCõs south-
central region, known as the Okanagan Valley and 
home to over 350,000 people. The area has become a 
prime destination for residential and small business 
relocations due to the gentle climate, excellent 
transportation link, strong labour force, and the ready 
availability of first-rate recreational opportunities. 
 
Penticton can offer all of the amenities of larger urban 
centres, yet maintains the tranquility of a small 
community. It is a great place to work, live and do 
business. 
 
Pentictonõs economy is based on: 

agriculture (182 wineries  in the Okanagan valley), 

tourism (1.4 million visitors per year; 41 hotels), 

manufacturing (85 companies are based here), 

and retirement (25% of the population is over 65). 
 
A City For All Seasons 
Penticton is an all-season playground, surrounded by 
vineyards, two fresh water lakes and gentle rolling 
mountains. Modern facilities offer a wide variety of 
recreational activitiesñPenticton boasts four ice 
arenas, an indoor pool with water slide, a curling rink, 
gymnasium, and an indoor soccer facility. The 
Okanagan Valley offers one of the longest golf 
seasons in Canada. Golfers have a choice of seven 
championship and 21 additional courses within the 

Penticton area. Nestled in vineyards, carved from 
canyons, or appearing like  lush oases on the desert 
landscape, golfers can enjoy courses with spectacular 
views and natural hazards to challenge every level. 
Skiers can enjoy Apex Mountain Ski Resort, only a 30 
minute drive from Penticton. 
 
Attractions 
An array of consumer products and services are 
available in Pentictonõs multitude of shops and stores. 
Choose from a variety of indoor shopping centres, 
and a thriving downtown corridor. 

The Penticton Art Gallery, Penticton Museum, Leir 
House Cultural Centre and the Okanagan School of 
the Arts are all evidence of the strong cultural soul of 
the community. The newly opened South Okanagan 
Events Centre attracts internationally renowned 
performers and shows. 

An Educated City 
Penticton provides a full range of public education 
facilities, from pre-school to senior secondary and 
includes arts and technical training and a number of 
independent schools.  
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Location of Penticton: 49Á, 30ɦN, 119Á, 35ɦW 

Geographical size: 4,447 hectares (17.2 square miles) 

Elevation: 344.1 metres (1,130 feet) above sea level. 

Hours by Highway: Penticton is a five-hour drive from 
Vancouver, eight hours from Calgary, Alberta, and a five-
and-a-half hour drive from Seattle, Washington, USA. 

Penticton is easily accessed via Highway 97 from the 
USA and other Okanagan locations. There are three 
routes from Vancouver, on Highway 3 or 3A, or via 
Highways 5 (Coquihalla) and 97C. 

Highway 97: runs from the Yukon and Alaska through 
the centre of British Columbia to Washington, Oregon 
and California. This transportation corridor provides 
access to a potential market of more than 40 million 
people. 

The segment of Highway 97 that runs through the 
Okanagan has been designated the òWine Routeó, as it is 
Canadaõs largest wine growing area. 

From Alberta, Penticton is accessed via Highway 1 
(Trans-Canada), 16 and Highway 93. Highway 1 keeps 
Penticton well-connected to the BC and Trans-Canada 
Highway system. 

Destination Distance/
kms 

Drive 
Time 

Kelowna, BC   72 km  1 hr 

Kamloops, BC 242 km 2 ½ hr 

Merritt, BC  155 km 1 ½ hr 

Vancouver, BC  391 km 4 ½ hr 

Calgary, AB  683 km 8 hr 

Seattle, WA USA 504 km 5 ½ hr 

PENTICTON LOCATION 

Penticton has excellent access to the vibrant markets of 
Western Canada, the United States, and the Pacific Rim. 

By Air: Air Canada Jazz offers daily scheduled flights 
at the Penticton Regional Airport with connecting 
flights to all major Canadian cities and many 
International destinations. 
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0ÅÎÔÉÃÔÏÎȭÓ 7ÅÁÔÈÅÒ 

 Jan  Feb Mar  Apr  May  Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct  Nov  Dec  Annual  

Temperature               

 Daily Mean Minimum CÑ -5.6 -3.3 -1.7 1.9 5.9 9.7 11.6 11.2 7.3 3.1 -0.4 -2.9 3.0 

 Daily Mean Maximum CÑ -0.3 4.0 9.0 15.6 20.8 24.5 28.6 27.3 22.0 14.4 6.4 2.2 14.0 

 Daily Mean  -2.9 0.3 3.7 8.7 13.4 17.1 20.1 19.2 14.7 8.7 3.1 -0.4 8.0 

Precipitation               

 Mean Rainfall (mm)  8.9 10.4 12.2 22.9 27.7 35.6 24.6 22.4 18.0 19.8 19.3 10.4 232 

 Mean Snowfall (cm)  24.9 10.9 4.6 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Tr 6.9 21.6 69 

 Mean Total (mm)  31.5 20.8 16.5 23.1 27.7 35.6 24.6 22.4 28.0 19.8 25.7 30.5 296 

Mean Relative Humidity  (%)              

 At 4:00 pm  76 67 50 41 41 40 36 39 46 58 71 79  

Sunshine Hours of bright sunshine yearly: 2,032 (average since 1941)   

Wind Prevalent wind · January  S28 at 15 km/hr  

 Prevalent wind - July N26 at 10 km/hr  

Normal frost free period  May 11 · October 1: 143 days   

CLIMATE STATISTICS FOR PENTICTON 

  Penticton  Kelowna  Vernon  Vancouver  

Sunshine (Hours)          
 January  48 44 45 55 
 July 311 311 308 296 
 Annual Total  2,032 1,981 1,896 1,919 

Temperature (ÑC)         
 Daily Maximum:  January  1 -1 -2 6 
  July 28 28 27 22 
 Daily Minimum:  January  -5 -8 -8 0 
  July 12 10 12 13 
 Daily Average:  Annual  9 7 8 10 

Precipitation (mm)          
 January  27.3 31.1 41.0 149.0 
 July 28.4 33.7 38.0 361.0 
 Annual Total Precipitation  308.5 366.4 447.4 1167.0 
 Annual Total Rainfall  250.5 280.7 322.7 1117.0 
 Annual Total Snowfall  730.0 1055.0 1233.0 549.0 

PENTICTON HAS THE BEST CLIMATE 

When Environment Canada did its national 

survey, Penticton came out shining . In the 

Climate Severity Index based on four factors 

of discomfort, psychological effect, hazard, 

and outdoor immobility, Penticton rated the 

lowest at 16. The lower the score out of a 

possible 100, the less stress is induced by 

climate.  

CLIMATE COMPARISON 

Source: Environment Canada: Climate Severity Index   
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Penticton School District  

The mission of the Okanagan Skaha District (#67) is 
to provide a learning environment for all students to 
develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will 
enable them to become productive members of a 
changing global society. 
 
For the school year 2008/2009, the District enrolled 
6,793 students in the Penticton and Summerland area 
in eleven elementary schools (kindergarten to grade 5), 
four middle schools (grades 6 to 8), and three senior 
secondary schools. All schools offer a full range of 
programs including special education services, practical 
arts, and fine arts. The Ecole Entre Lacs, administered 
by the Francophone Education Authority, offers 

kindergarten to grade 8 schooling in French-as-a-first-
language. French Immersion is available in grades 6 to 
12, and ESL programs are available at all schools in the 
District. 
 
Graduating students consistently score higher than the 
provincial average on provincial examinations and are 
more successful at obtaining provincial scholarships. 
Academic, career preparation, pre-apprenticeship 
training and high tech programs  are offered at the 
senior secondary level. For more information, contact:  
School Board Office (District 67), 425 Jermyn Avenue, 
Penticton, BC, telephone: 250.770.7700; website: 
www.sd67.bc.ca. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: GRADES K - 5 
Carmi Elementary 400 Carmi Avenue  250.770.7697 
Columbia Elementary 1437 Allison Street  250.770.7676 
Giants Head Elementary (Summerland) 10503 Prairie Valley Road 250.494.9272/250.770.7671 
Kaleden Elementary 152 Linden Ave, Kaleden 250.497.5453/250.770.7692 
Naramata Elementary 3660-8th Street, Naramata 250.496.5225 
Parkway Elementary 225 Kinney Avenue   250.770.7686 
Queens Park Elementary 330 Power Street  250.770.7680 
Trout Creek Elementary (Summerland) 5811 Nixon Road  250.494.7876 
Uplands Elementary 145 Middle Bench Road 250.770.7678 
West Bench Elementary 1604 West Bench Road  250.492.6049/250.770.7698 
Wiltse Elementary 640 Wiltse Boulevard  250.770.7694 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOLS: GRADES 6 ð 8 
KVR Middle School (French Immersion) 300 Jermyn Avenue  250.770.7600 
McNicoll Park Middle School 1213 DeBeck Street  250.770.7683 
Skaha Lake Middle School 110 Green Avenue West 250.770.7674 
Summerland Middle School 13611 Kelly Avenue  250.494.6511/250.770.7685 
 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS: GRADES 9 ð 12 
Penticton Secondary (French Immersion) 158 Eckhardt Avenue East 250.770.7750 
Princess Margaret Secondary 120 Green Avenue West 250.770.7620 
Penticton Indian Band Education Centre (K-12) 200 Westhill Drive  250.770.3210 
Summerland Secondary 9518 Main Street  250.494.6581/250.770.7650 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 93 (Francophone Education Authority) 
Ecole Entre Lacs (K-8) 1077 Nelson Avenue  250.770.7691 
 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS  
Concordia Lutheran School (K-5) 2800 South Main Street 250.492.5902 
The Glenfir School (K-12) P.O. Box 1800, Summerland 250.494.0004 
Holy Cross Catholic School (K-8) 1298 Main Street   250.492.4480 
Penticton Community Christian School (K-12) 102 - 96 Edmonton Avenue 250.493.5233 
Summerland Montessori (K-5) 10317 Prairie Valley Road 250.494.7266 
 
OKANAGAN COLLEGE  
Penticton Campus 583 Duncan Avenue West 250.492.4305 
Summerland Campus 13211 Henry Street  250.494.1300 

http://www.sd67.bc.ca
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